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				Can a Nation be Changed?

Dear Members of Trinity,
 
“Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations...” (Jesus in Matthew 28:19). To which I must ask, “Is it really possible, and if so, how? I mean, come on, change a whole nation?”  However, Jesus talked about reaching whole nations and all nations in Mt. 28:19; Acts 1:8; and Mk. 16:15. His command and teachings are clear. We really are called to the impossible - to change a nation by making disciples and in doing so reach all nations.
 
There are those who have gone before that have actually changed nations with the gospel: 
-John Wycliffe set up the Protestant Reformation by his anti-papal teaching and first ever translation of the Bible into English in 1382. 
-Martin Luther’s 95 Theses in 1517, his teachings and his translation of the New Testament into German in 1522 brought about the Protestant Reformation which changed the world.
-The Moravian missionaries of the 18th century are credited with being the first to send non-clergy as missionaries, minister to slaves and bring Protestantism to many countries.
-Hans Nielsen Hauge changed Norway. 
-Heidi Baker is changing Mozambique.
-The Welsh Revival changed England.
-Martin Luther King, Jr. changed America. 
-Cru helped change South Korea in the 1960’s. 
-The evangelist D. L. Moody changed America. 
-Charles Spurgeon changed England. 
-The Azuza Street Revival of 1906 changed global Christianity. 
-The Heavenly Man and House Church Movement are changing China.
-Billy Graham and Luis Palau are changing the world.
-Mother Theresa changed India.
-Bill Bright changed the college campuses of the world.
And more...
 
I see some common denominators in the above nation changers:
-They obeyed Jesus’ Great Commission personally. 
-They saw heavenly visions vs. earthly troubles, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 
-Though they may have served in one nation, their vision was global in their desired result. 
-They were used to further God’s kingdom at a specific time, place and in a specific way - they were specialists, not generalists. 
-They gave their lives to the cause. 
-They sacrificed everything. 
 
God has called Robin and me to be involved in the Great Commission. Bill Bright said, “Reach the campus today, reach the world tomorrow.”  To that end we are seeking to reach tomorrow’s leaders on the college campus today. We are not the first, but nonetheless we are called to this place at this time.
 
Join us in praying that...
An increased number of the world’s 150 million college students would hear the gospel this year.
-Lives would be transformed by the gospel.
-Cru students and staff would do the impossible by the power of the Holy Spirit.
-In the Twin Cities we would see whole freshman classes reached with the gospel.
-As we beseech the Lord of the Harvest, that he would call others to reach tomorrow’s leaders.
 
What about you?
-How are you being obedient to the Great Commission?
-Who are you called to reach?
-What are you sacrificing to fulfill your calling?
 
Cru has a goal of one million people signing a pledge of surrender as we seek to lead others in obedience to the Great Commission. We traditionally send students and faculty into the harvest but want to open up the pledge to everyone.
 
The Pledge:
Lord Jesus, I surrender to you and in the power of your Spirit, I will...
-Go where you want me to go
-Do what you want me to do
-Say what you want me to say
-Give what you want me to give
(visit pledge.cruoncampus.org)
 
Will you join us and pledge to make disciples to change nations?
 
Jesus saves,
Steven and Robin


John Wycliffe - First English translation of the Bible in 1382.
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